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SURVEY  AND  PLANKING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

CHECKLIST  OP  DOCUMENTS 


BINDER  NO. 
SUBMISSION  DATES 


Code  No. 


Document 


APPLICATION 

R  101       Form  H-6100 

URBAN  RENEVJAL  AREA  DATA 


Survey  and  Planning  Application 


R  102  Form  H-6IOI   :  Urban  Renewal  Area  Data. 

Attachment  to  Form  H-6IOI. 

R  103  Report  on  Urban  Renewal  Area. 

R  103(1^  Selection  of  urban  renewal  area. 

R  103(2)  Eligibility  of  urban  renewal  area. 

R  103(3)  Treatment  of  urban  renewal  area. 

R  103(4)  Map  of  Locality. 

R  103(5)  Map  of  Land  Uses. 

R  103(6)  Map  of  Building  Conditions. 

R  103(7)  Vulnerability  to  flooding. 

R  103(8)  Special  eligibility  categories. 

R  103(9)  Designation  by  local  planning  agency. 

R  103(10)  Description  of  topography. 

(checklist  continued  on  next  page. . . ) 
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(...checklist  continued  from  preceding  page) 

Code  No.    Checklist  of  Documents 

R  103(11)     Impact  on  minority  housing  supply. 

R  104      Description  of  local  housing  supply. 

COMMUNITY  REQUIREMENTS  DATA 

R  111      Community  requirements  data. 

REHABILITATION  AND  CONSERVATION  DATA 

R  115      Rehabilitation  and  conservation  data. 

FINANCE  DATA 

R  121      Estimate  of  Federal  grant  requirements. 

R  122      Locality  financial  data. 

BUDGET  DATA 

R  131      Form  H-627   :   Survey  and  Planning  Budget. 

R  132      Form  H-63O   :   LP A  Staffing  and  Salary  Schedule, 

R  133      Form  H-68I   :   LPA  Contract  Work  Activities. 

R  134      Narrative  statement  on  budget  estimates. 

R  135      Source  of  funds  other  than  HHFA  advance. 

LEGAL  DATA 

R  l4l      Form  H-6IO3A   : 

Legal  Information  Report   :   Part  I. 

R  142      For.a  H-6IO3B   : 

Legal  Information  Report   :   Part  II. 

R  143      Legal  Documentation. 

(checklist  continued  on  next  page. . . ) 

Boston  R-     /  East  Boston  /  Document  Checklist  /  2-3 


(...checklist  continued  from  preceding  page) 


Code  No.    Checklist  of  Documents 


R  144 


R  145 


Resolution  of  LPA  authorizing  filing. 
Certificate  of  LPA  recording  officer. 
Resolution  of  City  Council  approving  filing. 
Certificate  of  City  Council  recording  officer. 


EXHIBITS 

Exhibit  A:  Description  of  Perimeter  Boundary 


Map  1 

Map  2 

Map  3 

Map  4 


Map  of  Locality:   Important  Features 
Map  of  Locality:   Blighted  Areas 
Map  of  Land  Uses 
Map  of  Building  Conditions 
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Form  Approved 
nudgrt   Biirrnu  No.  6J-H882.3 


H-6100    ? 


HOUSING    ANn   HOME   FINANCE    AGENCY 
UHBAN  RENEWAL  ADMINISTRATION 

SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 
(Urban   Renewal  Program) 


TO  HE  COMPLETED  B  V  IIIIEA 


PROJECT,   PLAN,   OR  SURVEY   NUMBER 


LOCALITY 


DATE  RECEIVED 


INSTRUCTIONS:    Submit  original  In  Hinder  No.    I,  and  copies  In  Binders  No.  2,  3,  end  4. 


A.    PURPOSE  OF  APPLICATION 


[  XJ  Survey  and  planning  of  an  Urban  Renewal  Project 

[      J    Undor  "nionnlor  Ai'oo"  pravinjonn  of  Sociion  111  of  ihe  lloubiiif^  Aui  of   1949.  as  amended 
[      J  Preparation  of  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan 
[       J   Feasibility  Survey  of  an  urban  area 


B.   CATEGORY  OF  PROJECT  ELIGIBILITY 

(For  survey  and  plannin/^  of  a  project,  check  appropriate  elif^ibility  ca(e^or)'  ol  project  to  he  planned;  lor  preparation  of  a  General 
Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan,  check  eligibility  category  indicated  at  this  time  for  "first  project"  in  proposed GNRP  area.  See  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Manual,  Chapter  3-2.  Leave  blank  (or  Feasibility  Survey  Application  or  for  "Disaster  Area"  project.) 


CATEGORY 


PRESENT  CHARACTER 
OF  AREA 


EXTENT  OF  PRESENT 
DEVELOPMENT 


PROPOSED  REUSE 


PreHominanllv  residential 


Built  up 


Any 


Predominantly  residential 


Predominantly  open   land 


Any 


ill 


Not  predomin£uilly  residential 


Built  up 


Predominantly  residential 


J 


IV 


Not  pfetiominaiuly  fQsidential 


PfsdomiHfflily  opgH  lafld 


Pi-edamiHaHtly  rGsideHtial 


Nonresidential 
Exception 


Not  predominantly  residential 


Built  up 


Not  predominantly  residential 


VI 


Nonresidential 
Exception 


Not  predominantly  residential 


Predominantly  open  land 


Not  predominantly  residential 


VII 


College, 
University,  or 
Hospital 


Any 


Built  up 


Any 


College, 
VIII  University,  or 

^"'  Hospital 


Any 


Predominantly  open  land 


Any 


IX 


Open  land 


Predominantly  residential 


Open  land 


Not  predominantly  residential 


Area  Redevelopment 
XI  Exception 


Not  predominantly  residential 


Built  up 


Not  predominantly  residential 


Area  Redevelopment 
XII  Exception 


Not  predominantly  residential 


Predominantly  open    land 


Not  predominantly  residential 


C.  TYPE  OF  SUBMISSION 

Original  Application 

Revision  of  approved  Application  —  Project,  Plan,  or  Survey  No.    

[       ]  Change  in  area  [       J  Other  (Describe) 

[      J   Increase  in  total  estimated  cost 


for  purpose  of 


D.    IDENTIFICATION  OF  APPLICANT 


LEGAL  CORPORATE  NAME 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 


.AILING   ADDRESS 


City  Hall  Annex,  Boston,  Massachusetts 


(Over) 


c> 


? 


E.   ESTIMATED  COST  AND  SOURCES   OF  FUNDS 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  surveys  and/or  plans  and  the 
anticipated  sources  of  funds  to  pay  this  cost  are: 


USE  FOR  REVISED  APPLICATION 


LATEST    APPROVED 
ESTIMATE 


ADJUSTMENT 
(+  OR   -) 


REQUESTED   FOR 
APPROVAL 


1.  Federal  advance  applied  for 


(     )S 


«    501,235 


-sjT 


2.  (Plus)  Funds  to  be  obtained  from  other  sources 


(     )S 


3.  (Equals)  Total  estimated  cost 


(     )S 


^    501,235 


F.    ESTIMATE  OF  FEDERAL  GRANT  REQUIREMENT   (Leave  blank  (or  Feasibility  Survey  Applicalion) 

Basis  of  Project  Capital  Grant:      (Check  one) 


L      J   The  Federal  grant  requirement  for  the  Project 

has  previously  been  estimated  and  no  change  in 
the  estimate  is  contemplated  at  this  time. 

L  ■'^J   The  Applicant  estimates  the  Federal  grant 
requirement  (project  capital  grant  plus 
relocation  grant)  for  the  Project  to  be 

s     19  .,393,^00 


[  X]    2/3  of  Net  Project  Cost 

[      ]   3/4  of  Net  Project  Cost— municipality  with  population  of 
50,000  or  less 

L      j    3/4  of  Net  Project  Cost— in  Redevelopment   /\rea,  munici- 
pality with  population  of  from  50,001  to  150,000,  inclusive 


G.  DESCRIPTION  OF  AREA 

The  area  is  locally  known  or  proposed  to  be  known  as  the. 


East  Boston 


[  X]    Urban  Renewal  Area  [      ]    Feasibility  Survey  Area,  situated  in  the  City  of  BOSton 

County  of Suffolk and  State  of         Massachusetts 

and  bounded  generally  as  follows: 

"See  Exhibit  A:  Description  of  Perimeter  Boundary' 


H.  RELATIONSHIP  OF  PROPOSED  PROJECT  TO  PREVIOUS  TITLE  I  ACTIVITIES  (Leave  blank  for  GNRP  or  Feasibility  Survey 
I       Application) 

1.   Is  the  Project  located  in  an  area  covered  by  a  General  Neighborhood    Renewal  Plan? 


If  Yes:    a.    Enter  Plan  number: 

b.  If  this  Application  is  for  planning  of  "first  project"  in  the  GNtxP  area, 
enter  amount  of  Federal  grant  reservation  outstanding: 

c.  List  numbers  of  any  other  Title  1  projects  in  the  GNRP  area  that  have 
previously  been  approved  by  HHFA: 


[X]   Yes                  [      ]  No 
No.        Mass.    H-hk 


g         3,690,000 


No. 


2.  Was  a  Feasibility  Survey,  financed  with  Federal  advance  funds,  undertaken  in  any 
part  of  the  proposed  Project  area?      [      J   Yes  Enter  Survey  number: 

P^]    No 


No. 
No. 


I.    SUPPORTING  DOCUMENTATION 

The  documentation  submitted  herewith  in  support  of  this  Application  shall  be  considered  part  of  this  Application. 


J.    EXECUTION 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  Applicant  has  caused  this  Application  to  be  executed  on 


-,  19. 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

Corporate  Name  of  Applicant 


By. 


Signature 

Development  Administrator 


Title 
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HOUSING     AND     HOME     FINANCE     AGENCY 

URBAN   RENEWAL   ADMINISTRATION 

URBAN    RENEWAL   AREA    DATA 
(In  Support  of  Form  H-6100,    Survey   and   Planning  Application) 


(TO   BE    FILLED    IN   BY   HIIFA) 


PROJECT    OR    PLAN    NUM3ER 


LOCALITY 


DATE    RECEIVED 


INSTRUCTIONS:      Place    original    and   i    copy    in  Binder   No,    I,    and  one    copy    each    in    other   Bindert. 


A.    Accompanies   Fonn  H-6100  executed  on. 


Date 


.with  regard  to  an  application  for  (Check   one) 


[^  ^  SURVEY  AHO  PLAHHINO  OF  AM  URBAH  RENEWAL  PROJECT      [^  ]  PREPARATION  OF  OENERAL  HEIOHBORHOOO  RENEWAL  PLAN 


B.  AREA  NAME  OR  DESIGNATiON  (From   Form  H-6100) 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 


C.    GENERAL  LOCATION  OF  AREA 


Approximately  1,5  miles  northeast  of  the 
CBD  across  Boston  Harbor 


CONGRESS ICNAL  DISTRICT (S) 
IN   WHICH  AREA   IS  SrTUATED 

11th  Suffolk 


COUNTY  IN  WHICH  AREA  IS 

§rrvATs» 

Suffolk 


PROXIMITY  OF  AREA  TO  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 
(Check    one) 

[^  ]  IN  OR  ADJACENT  TO  CENTRAL  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 
[yQ    IN  OR  ADJACENT  TO  OUTLYING  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 


[] 


Hat  u  6R  nDjteyt  to  susinesi  oistsiet 


D,  CHARACTER  OF  AREA 
(Check    one    below) 

1^]  BUILT  UP 

[_  ]  PREDOMINANTLY  OPEN 

r  ~]    OPEN 

(Check    one    kelou    unlen    "Area"    it 
"Open") 

?~\    PREQOHIHJDT!:''    RESipEKTjAL 
J    NOT    PREDOMINANTLY    fiSSIDtxTUL 


E.   PRESENT  CHARACTER  OF  URBAN   RENEWAL  AREA  AND  CONDITION  OF  BUILDINGS 


ITEM 


ESTIMATED  ACREAGE  IN  AREA  BY 
PRESENT  CHARACTER  OF  LAND 


TOTAL 


IMPROVED 
LAND 


UN  IMPROVED 


ESTIMATED  NUMBER  AND 
CONDITION  OF  BUILDINGS 


NUMBER  OF 
BUI LDINGS 


WITH  DEFICIENCIES 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


TOTAL 


7U8< 


539 


209^*- 


U,$5U 


U,U27 


97 


1.    Streets,    alleys,    public    rights-of-way 


U03- 


237 


166-^ 


2,    Hesiden tial    (including    related    publ ic 
or    seniptiblic    purposes) 


235 


211 


2U 


3,853 


3,771 


98 


3*  Nonresidential  (including    related 
public    or    senipublic    purposes) 


110 


91 


19 


701 


.    656 


93 


Sources   of   estimates: 


BRA  field  surveys,  I960  U.S.  Census  data 

■»■  162  acres  of  water  extending  from  piers  to  the  pierhead  line 
are  included  in  "unimproved"  category. 


F.    CONTEMPLATED  HEW  LAND  USE   (Check   one) 

[X]  PREDOMINANTLY  RESIDENTIAL  USES 

[]  ]  •"''''  PREDOMINANTLY  RESIDENTIAL  USES 


G.  CONTEMPLATED  mFATMENT  OF  AREA 


TOTAL 


1.  clearance  and  redevelopment 


2,  Rehabilitation  and  conservation 


NO.  OF  ACRES 


7i;8 


650^^ 


i^- Includes  162  acres  of  water  extending  from  piers  to  pierhead  line. 


i'* 


H-6101 
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.    ESTIMATED  NUMBER   AND  CONDITION  OF  DWELLING  UNITS 

1.    ESTIMATED  NUMBER  OF  SITE  OCCUPANTS 

TOTAL 

WITH 
DEFICIENCIES 

STANDARD 

TOTAL 

WH  ITE 

NONWH ITE 

1.    ranllies 

9,i^50 

9A5T 

293 

9 

n,8oo 

ll,56h 

236 

a.  To  be  displaced 

552 

535 

IT 

Sourc*    of    data! 

[J__                 HOUSING    CENSUS        \f\    OTHtd    SOUXCES    (Sptcify) 
Year 

ERA  field  Eurvej^s 

2.    Individuals 

206 

206 

-0- 

3,    Business    concerns 

826 

::;::::i:;i;::::\:;: 

Source    of   estimates: 

i960  Cencus,  BRA  field  stirveys 

J.    ENVIRONMENTAL   DEFICIENCIES 

CONDIT ION 

DESCRIPTION    OF    EXTENT    TO    WHICH    CONDITION    EXISTS 

(Civ    tourct    of    informaition.    If    addi  tional    ipaer    if    require  J, 
continue    on    a   plain    theet    and   attach    to    thii    form.) 

1,    Overcrowding    or    lBprop«r    location   of 
■truoturai   on    the   land 

(See  Attached  Slieet) 

J 

2t  Excsiiiv*  dwtUlBg  UBlt  dcDilty 

It 

3.    Conversions    to    incompatible    types    of 
uses,     such    as    roominghouses    among 
family    dwellings 

II 

4.    Obsolete    building    types,     such   as    large 
residences    or    other    buildings    which 
through    lack    of   use  or   maintenance   have 
a   blighting    Influence 

II 

S.    Detrimental    land    uses    or   conditions, 
such    as    incompatible    uses,     structures 
in    mixed    use.    or   adverse    influences 
from    noise,     smoke,    or    fumes 

II 

6.    Unsafe,    congested,    poorly   designed,    or 
otherwise   deficient    streets 

It 

7,    Inadequate  public  utilities  or    com- 
munity   facilities    contributing    to    un- 
satisfactory   living    conditions    or 
economic    decline 

H 

0 

'B.    Other    equally    significant    envl  ronaental 
deficiencies 

. 

FMLOB-Waahington.    D     C. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


ATTACHMENT  TO  FORM  H-6IOI  CODE  NO.  R-102 

(Form  H-6IOI :   Section  J.   Environmental  Deficiencies) 
The  project  area  contains  five  major  environmental  deficiencies. 

1.  Overcrowding:  or  improper  location  of  structures  on  the  land 

Many  residential  and  nonresidential  structures  do  not  meet 
standards  set  by  the  city's  new  zoning  code,  which  went  into 
effect  on  December  3I,  1964.   Lot  areas  and  widths,  usable  open 
space,  and  yard  requirements  are  generally  below  code  standards. 
Some  blocks  have  interior  structures  which  can  be  reached  only 
by  private  alley. 

2.  Obsolete  building  t^qpes,  such  as  large  residences  or  other 
bulldinp:s  which  through  lack  of  use  or  maintenance  have  a 
blighting  influence. 

Some  retail  facilities  are  now  functionally  obsolete.   The  trend 
has  been  to  fewer,  but  larger  stores.   Vacant  floor  space 
(approximately  56,000  square  feet)  indicates  the  presence  of 
physical-economic  blight. 

Many  industrial  buildings  are  underutilized,  functionally  obsolete, 
and  their  size,  layout,  loading  areas  and  mechanical  equipment 
limit  their  continued  usefulness. 

3-  Detrimental  land  uses  or  conditions,  such  as  incompatible 
uses,  structures  in  mixed  use,  or  adverse  influences  from 
noise,  smoke,  or  fumes. 

In  several  parts  of  East  Boston,  industry  and  housing  front  on 
the  same  street  and  there  are  no  effective  buffers  between  the 
two  uses.   Trucks  have  to  pass  through  residential  areas  going 
from  the  East  Boston  Expressway  and  the  Sumner  and  Callahan 
Tunnels  to  the  industrial  firms  on  the  waterfront. 

The  accessibility  of  the  waterfront  to  residents  is  very  poor 
because  of  the  industrial  belt  between  the  residential  community 
and  the  water.   Almost  half  the  land  along  the  western  waterfront 
is  vacant,  but  there  are  no  public  or  commercial  recreational 
facilities  along  this  shore. 
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4.  Unsafe,  congested,  poorly  desip:ned.  or  otherwise  deficient 
streets 

Many  Intersections  are  unsafe.   Many  streets  intersect  at  acute 
angles,  lack  proper  slgnalizatlon  and  are  unchannellzed  for  smooth 
traffic  flow.   Some  streets  are  congested  because  of  narrow  pave- 
ment widths,  two-way  traffic,  trucks,  and  buses. 

The  local  streets  are  laid  out  on  four  separate  systems  of  recti- 
linear grids,  with  several  diagonals  superimposed. 

Lastly  there  are  deficiencies  in  street  lighting,  paving,  and  sur- 
face drainage  on  most  streets. 

5,  Inadequate  public  utilities  or  comi-nunity  facilities  contrllpu- 
ting  to  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  or  economic  decline. 

Schools 

The  study,  Boston  Schools  -  1962,  prepared  by  Harvard  University 
found  four  of  the  twelve  public  schools  in  the  area  to  be  obsolete, 
in  poor  condition,  of  non-fireproof  construction,  on  inadequate 
sites,  and  recommended  they  be  abandoned. 

Outdoor  Recreation 

The  one  adequately-sized  playground  (three  acres)  is  located  in  a 
corner  of  the  area.   Parks  are  small  odd-shaped  lots  which  are 
little  used.   The  East  Boston  athletic  field  and  stadium,  located 
outside  the  project  area  is  not  readily  accessible  to  many  resi- 
dents. 

Sewerage  and  Water 

A  study  of  existing  utility  systems  prepared  by  Charles  A.  Magulre 
and  Associates  found  the  area  is  served  by  combined  sewers,  with 
the  exception  of  Condor  Street.   Overflows  during  storms  carry 
large  quantities  of  sewage  into  the  Chelsea  River  and  Boston 
Harbor.   Most  tide  gates  are  inoperative,  allowing  tidewater  to 
enter  the  local  and  intercepting  systems.   These  conditions  con- 
tribute to  the  serious  pollution  of  Chelsea  River  and  Boston 
Harbor. 

The  consultant  also  found  the  water  supply  available  for  fire 
protection  to  be  generally  inadequate,  and  that  the  high  building 
coverage  in  the  western  portion  of  the  area,  coupled  with  the 
narrow  streets  makes  this  area  subject  to  fires  which  are  diffi- 
cult to  control. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


SELECTION  OF  URBaN  RENEWAL  a RiiA  CODE  NO.  R-103  (l) 


The  proposed  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Project  is  defined  by  the  follow- 
ing general  boundaries: 

North  -  Chelsea  River 

East  -  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  right-of-way,  Porter  Street, 

Geneva  Street,  and  ?'iaverick  Street 
South  -  Boston  Harbor 
West  -  Boston  Harbor 

The  proposed  project  is  coterminus  with  the  boundaries  of  the  East  Boston 
General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan.  Studies  undertaken  during  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  GNRP  indicated  the  desirability  of  one  project  encompassing 
the  entire  GNRP  area. 

The  project  area  is  7U8  acres  and  of  reasonable  size  so  that  it  can  be 
planned  and  carried  out  expeditiously. 

The  project  area  qualifies  as  a  built-up,  predominantly  residential,  and 
substandard  area  as  defined  in  Section  3-1  of  the  Urban  Renewal  I'lanual 
and  described  under  Code  No.  R-103  (2).   Preliminary  studies  indicate  that 
rehabilitation  of  many  structures  is  possible  and  deterioration  has  not 
progressed  to  the  point  where  excessive  clearance  is  required. 

The  boundaries  of  the  project  xrere  delineated  so  as  to  encourage  rehabili- 
tation and  to  carry  out  the  objectives  of  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal 
Plan. 

Boundaries  of  the  area  have  been  determined  without  consideration  of  the 
race,  creed,  color  or  national  origin  of  the  residents. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLAMJING  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


ELIGIBILITY  OF  THE  URBAN  RENEi/AL  Ai^A  CODE  NO.  R-103  (2) 


The  proposed  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Project  is  eligible  under  federal 
and  Goirmonwealth  legal  requirements  as  amended  to  date : 

FEDERAL  lA-'JS 

The  urban  renewal  area  is  eligible  under  the  provisions  of  federal  law 
as  a  Category  I  project,  being  predominantly  residential,  built-up  and 
sub-standard. 

(1)  Present  Character  -  Predominantly  Residential;  The  total  area  of 
the  project,  exclusive  of  land  used  for  streets,  alleys,  public 
rights-of-way,  or  under  water  between  the  piers  and  U.  S.  Pierhead 
Line,  is  3U5  acres,  of  which  235  acres,  or  68  percent,  are  con- 
sidered residential  in  character. 

(2)  Extent  of  Present  Development  -  Built-up;   Of  the  total  7U8  acres 
within  the  project,  539  acres,  or  72  percent,  are  improved  land. 

(3)  Qualifications  for  Title  I  Assistance  as  a  Substandard  Area; 

(a)  Building  Deficiencies: 

The  area  contains  a  total  of  k,SSh   buildings,  of  which  ]4,U27, 
or  91   percent,  contain  one  or  more  building  deficiencies 
based  upon  an  exterior  survey  of  original  building  conditions, 
structural  stability  and  maintenance.   Of  the  U,U27  buildings 
with  deficiencies  3,771,  or  85  percent,  are  predominantly- 
residential. 

(b)  Environmental  Deficiencies; 

Five  major  environmental  deficiencies  are  listed  on  Form 
H-6101,  Block  "J",  under  Code  No.  R-102. 

ih)  Distribution  of  Deficiencies;  Both  buildin[,  and  environmental  defi- 
ciencies necessary  to  establish  eligibility  of  the  project  area  are 
distributed  generally  throughout  the  entire  area.  The  general  dis- 
tribution of  blight  and  deterioration  i^ithin  the  urban  renewal  area 
is  shown  en  the  attached  Buildinf^  Conditions  llap.  All  parts  of  the 
project  area  i-fhich  are  necessary  to  bring  the  project  area  to  a 
sound  boundary  also  meet  the  distribution-of-deficiencies  test. 
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The  data  presented  above  qualifies  the  project  area  as  a  substandard  area 
as  defined  under  Chapter  121,  Section  26J  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  hassachusetts 


TRE.1TMENT  OF  URBAN  RENEi/AL  AREA  CODE  NO.  R-103  (3) 


rtudies  undertaken  during  the  preparation  of  the  East  uoston  General 
Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  indicate  that  for  areas  proposed  for  rehabili- 
tation and  conservation: 

All  properties  to  remain  in  the  conservation  area  appear,  from 
exterior  surveys,  to  be  feasible  of  upgrading  to  proposed  minim\uii 
property  standards. 


The  area  has  residential  qualities,  desirable  location  and  physical 
characteristics,  and  other  evidence  of  vitality  assuring  that 
conservation  activities  will  restore  the  area  to  a  long-term  sound 
condition,  which  are  described  under  Code  No,  R-115. 

The  street  and  land  use  pattern  can  be  adapted  to  present-day 
needs , 
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SURVEY  AND  PLA.N;\FIirr  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renevjal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  riassachusetts 


MP  OF  LOCALITY  CODE  NO.  R-103  (U) 

Map  1:  Map  of  Locality:   Important  Features,  is  attached  herewith. 
This  map  indicates: 

(1)  City  limits. 

(2)  Boundaries  of  the  urban  renewal  area, 

(3)  Location  of  other  Title  I  activities  or  non-assisted  projects, 
(li)  Central  Business  District. 

(5)  Major  thoroughfares  identifying  whether  in  existence,  being 
constructed,  being  planned,  or  contemplated  and  whether 
Federal  aid  is  being  or  will  be  received  for  planning  or 
construction, 

(6)  Railroads. 

(7)  Industrial  Districts 

Map  2:  Map  of  Locality:  Blighted  Areas,  is  attached  herewith. 

This  map  indicates: 

(1)  Blighted  areas  other  than  the  urban  renewal  area. 
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SURVEY  AND  PMNNING  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


m^   OF  Lk.W   USES  CODE  NO.  R-103  (5) 


Hap  3:  Map  of  Land  Uses  is  attached  herewith 
This  map  indicates: 

(1)  Boundaries  of  urban  renewal  areas 

(2)  Proposed  clearance  sections  and  conservation  sections. 

(3)  Existing  land  uses. 

(h)     Generalized  existing  land  uses  in  surrounding  areas. 
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SURVEY  Am   PLANNING  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Lassachusetts 


liAP  0?  BUILDING  CONDITIONS  CODE  NO.  R-103  (6) 

Tap  h:     Map  of  Building  Conditions  is  attached  herewith 
This  map  indicates: 

(1)  Boundaries  of  urban  renewal  area, 

(2)  Proposed  clearance  sections  and  conservation  sections. 

(3)  General  distribution  of  blight  and  deterioration  in  the 
urban  renewal  area, 

(U)  General  distribution  of  blight  and  deterioration  in  the 
surrounding  area  which  influences  the  urban  renewal  area. 
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SURVEY  AND  PUNNING  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


VULrJERADILITY  TO  FLOODIisiG  CODE  NO.  R- 103(7) 


Shoreline  areas  are  subject  to  floods  produced  by  hurricane  weather  con- 
ditions.  Lesser  flooding  occurs  as  a  result  of  severe  rainstorms  and 
high  tides.   However,  because  the  ground  rises  rapidly  from  the  water's 
edge,  the  problem  is  limited  to  a  narrow  belt  around  three  sides  of  the 
project. 

The  problem  of  infrequent  flooding  conditions  can  be  solved  by  requiring 
new  structures  to  be  constructed  at  a  level  above  that  at  which  flooding 
occurs  (approximately  15  feet  above  the  Boston  City  Base.  ) 
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SURVEY  AND  PMW.JING  APrLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


SPECIAL  ELIGIBILITY  CATEGORIES  CODE  NO.  R-103(8) 


Project  eligibility  is  not  based  on  the  college,  university,  or  hospital 
provisions  of  Section  112  of  Title  I. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLAlYilIHG  APPLICATION 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


DESIGNATION  BY  LOCAL  PLANNING  AGENCY  CODE  NO.  R-103  (9) 


Ltate  or  local  law  does  not  require  the  local  planning  board  to  ap- 
prove an  urban  renewal  project  as  a  whole,  or  slum  clearance  and 
redevelopment  sections  thereof.   In  the  instance  of  a  housing  autho- 
rity initiating  a  "Land  Assembly  and  Redevelopment  Project,"  local 
planning  board  approval,  where  such  agency  exists,  is  required;  how- 
ever, the  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area  is  not  in  this  category  of 
project. 


Boston  R-   /  East  Boston  /  R-103  (9) 


c 


SURVEY  AND  PMNNING  APPLICATIOi\i 


East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


DESCRIPTION  OF  TOPOGRAPHY  CODE  NO,  R-103  (10) 


There  are  no  serious  grade  problems  within  the  GNRP. 

Sub-soil  conditions  in  some  areas  will  require  pile  or  similar  type 
foundations,  a  situation  fo\ind  in  many  other  built-up  sections  of 
Boston. 
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SURVEY  AND  FLAMING  APPLICATION 


{  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


mPACT  ON  MINORITY  HOUSING  SUPPLY  CODE  W.   R-103(ll) 


The  renewal  project  will  result  in  an  increase  in  the  supply  of  housing 
available  to  racial  minorities.  i-^ubang 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  only  some  17  units  occupied  by  non- 
white  families  will  be  acquired. 

Construction  is  proposed  of  approximately  1200  new  units  and  the  demo- 
lition of  575  units  for  a  net  increase  of  625  units,  all  of  which  would 
De  available  to  minority  occupants. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renevval  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston^  Massachusetts 


DESCRIPTION  OF  LOCAL  HOUSING  SUPPLY  CODE  NO.  R-104 


This  statement  sets  forth  a.  narrative  description  of  the  housing 
supply  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Overall  Number  of  Standard  and  Substandard  Housing  Units 

As  of  April  1,  i960  the  housing  inventory  in  the  City  of  Boston 
as  indicated  in  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Housing,  196O,  Volume  I, 
Final  Report  HC(l)-23,  was  as  follows: 


Condition  . 

(Occupied  H.U. 's)     Total    Owner-Occupied   Renter-Occupied 


Sound  183,872       54,850  ^29,022 

Deteri.jrating       33,968        5,675  ^?^^?? 

Dilapidated  5,8^7         766  6,081 


TOTAL 


224,687       61,291  163, 


Turnover  in  Citywide  Housing  Inventory 

As  of  July  31,  1964,  there  were  an  estimated  l6,200  housing  units 
available  in  the  most  recent  seven-month  period  from  turnover  in 
rental  housing  as  indicated  by  the  records  of  our  local  utility 
companv.   These  units  were  located  within  the  City  of  Boston  and 
represent  a  substantial  portion  of  the  total  available  private 
rental  housing  turnover. 

The  annual  turnover  rate  for  Boston's  public  housing  units  in 
1963  ^vas  12.6^j  or  1,800  units. 

Turnover  rates  in  the  City's  housing  supply  are  derived  from  the 
U.  S.  Census  of  Housing,  Boston,  I96O,  and  are  estimated  as 
follows  : 


Year  Moved   Renter-Occupied    Owner-Occupied         Total 


1957      15,969  {9.Q%)  3,054   5.0^.     19,023    8.55 

195s      20  750  (12, 7f.      3,171    5.2g     23,921    10.6^ 
1959     33  262  20.4-6     3,555   5-8^    36,817  (16. 4^^ 
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Characteristics  of  Inventory  and  Vacancy  Rate 

As  of  April  1,  i960,  there  was  an  estimated  14,115  vacant  housing 
units  out  of  a  total  of  238,802  units  in  the  City  of  Boston.   In 
the  interim  period  through  July  31,  1964,  it  is  estimated  that  a 
net  decrease  of  31,600  people  has  occurred  in  the  City,  further 
increasing  the  availability  of  housing.   Of  the  224,68?  units 
occupied,  it  is  estimated  that  163,396  were  renter-occupied  and 
61,291  were  owner-occupied. 

As  of  November  1964  there  were  14,397  public  rental  housing  units 
provided  under  the  Federally-aided  and  State-aided  programs, 
according  to  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Administrator  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  dated  November  27,  1964. 

As  of  April  1,  i960,  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Housing  listed  14,115 
vacant  dwelling  units,  providing  a  vacancy  ratio  of  5'9%-      Of  the 
vacant  dwelling  units,  6,263  are  available  vacant  with  all  facili- 
ties and  considered  to  be  standard  units,  including  485  sales 
units  and  5*778  rental  units. 

Vacant  standard  units  represent  3.1/^  of  the  total  number  of 
standard  units.   The  vacancy  rate  is  h.1%   of  the  total  standard 
sales  units,  according  to  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Housing,  States  and 
Small  Areas  HC(l)23,  Boston,  I96O. 

New  Private  and  Public  Residential  Construction 

The  number  of  new  residential  structures  and  units  constructed 
in  the  City  of  Boston  between  I96O  and  I963  are  derived  from  the 
Boston  Building  Department,  and  are  estimated  as  follows: 


Residential  (structures)   i960    1961    I962    1963     Total 

(1960-1963) 

Constructed  436     4l7     491     67O     2,014 

Demolished  619     457     279     649     2,004 

Change  (-)  183  (-)   40  (+)  212  (+)   21  (+)    10 
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Residential  (units) 


i960    1961 


1962    1963     Total 

(1960—1963) 


New  construction         1,529   1,7^4   2,373   4,032  9.678 

Alterations,  repairs       396     553     829     527  2,305 

Eliminated  1,800   1,331     846   2,029  6,006 

Change  (+)   125(+)  966  (+)2356(+)2,530(+)  5,977 


Public  Housinp;  Construction  -  1962-1964 

No.  of 
Units 

642 

No.  of 
Year      Type        Developments 

1962-1965  Housing  for       9 
elderly 

Status 

Construction 
Complete 

1964 


1964 


Housing  for 
elderly  (fed.  ) 


Housing  for 
elderly  (state) 


19 


724 


56 


1,422 


Annual  Contribu- 
tions contract 
executed 

Awaiting  financial 
assistance  con- 
tract 


Availability  of  Housing  to  Nonwhite  Families  and  Individuals 

Chapter  197  of  the  Acts  of  1963,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
prohibits  discrimination  in  all  housing  except  owner-occupied, 
two-family  structures.   It  is  anticipated  that  adequate  housing 
will  be  available  to  nonwhite  families  and  individuals. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R- 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


COMMUNITY  REQUIREMENTS  DATA  CODE  NO.  R-111 

The  initial  "Workable  Program"  was  submitted  to  the  URA  in  1957 
with  a  recertif ication  of  the  "V/orkable  Program"  each  calendar 
year  thereafter  as  required.   The  most  recent  recertif ication 
of  the  "Workable  Program"  was  submitted  in  November  1964. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R- 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area, 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


REHABILITATION  AND  CONSERVATION  DATA         CODE  NO.  R-115 

1.  Based  on  exterior  surveys,  preliminary  judgments  have  been 
made  as  to  the  delineation  of  clearance  and  conservation  areas. 
By   and  large,  the  clearance  sections  take  out  properties  in  D 
condition,  and  vacant  and  under-utilized  Industrial  buildings 
along  the  waterfront.   These  properties  are  generally  regarded 
as  economically  infeasible  of  rehabilitation.   The  remaining 
properties  are  tentatively  judo-ed  to  be  economically  feasible  of 
upgrading  to  minimum  property  rehabilitation  standards.   It  is 
anticipated  that  some  spot  clearance  will  be  necessary  in  the 
conservation  areas,  but  any  judgment  on  this  must  await  final 
property  surveys  and  firm  project  proposals. 

2.  The  area  has  residential  qualities,  desirable  location,  and 
physical  characteristics  assuring  that  conservation  activities 
will  restore  the  area  to  a  long-term  sound  condition. 

Examples  of  this  are: 

a.  Most  of  the  housing  in  the  area  is  of  sound  original 
construction  with  room  sizes  and  design  qualities  frequently  un- 
obtainable in  new  housing. 

b.  The  area  is  an  ideal  residential  location  in  terms  of 
topography  and  view.   All  parts  of  the  area  are  within  20  minutes 
of  the  Central  Business  District  by  public  transportation. 

c.  The  area  is  basically  comprised  of  residential  and  resi- 
dentially- related  uses  (211  acres  out  of  302  total  acres  of  im- 
proved land,  excluding  streets,  alleys,  and  public  rights-of-way). 
The  majority  of  other  uses  are  located  along  the  perimeter  of  the 
area. 

3-   The  street  and  land  use  pattern  is  generally  satisfactory  and 
adaptable  to  present-day  needs  and  objectives  with  selective 
changes.   Improved  traffic  circulation  in  particular  can  signifi- 
cantly benefit  neighborhood  conservation. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLAMING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


ESTIMATE  OF  FEDERAL  GRAKT  REQUIREMEM?  CODE  NO.  R-121 

1.  Project  E?cpenditures 

a.  Planning  Costs  $    501,200 

b.  GNRP  Costs  204,500 

c.  Administration  Costs  2,366,100 
d  Property  Acquisition  13,1*^0,1^00 

e.  Project  Improvements  800,000 

f.  Other  Costs  2,604,600 

g.  Subtotal  fT9i"5l57S00      $  19,616,800 

2.  Local  Non-Cash  Grants -In -Aid 

a.  Lend  Donations  $    — 

b.  Demolition  &  Removal  25,000 

c.  Project  Improvements  5,611,200 

d.  Public  Facilities  3,785,000 

e .  Other  _____J1II___^ 

f.  Subtotal  $  9,421,200      $  9,^21,200 

3.  Gross  Project  Cost  $  29,038,000 
h.     Land  Disposal  Proceeds                           $    855,500 

5.  Net  Project  Cost  $  28,182,500 

6.  Minimimi  Local  Contribution  $  9,39^,200 
(one  third  of  line  five) 

T.  Project  Capital  Grant  $  18,788,300 

8.  Relocation  Grant  $    485,500 

9.  Relocation  Adjustment  Payments  $    119,600 
10.  Total  Federal  Capital  Grant  $  19,393,400 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


LOCALITY  FINANCIAL  DATA  CODE  NO.  R-122 


Since  the  locality  has  a  population  of  more  than  50,000,  this 
section  is  not  applicable. 
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Form  approved 
Budget  Bureau  No.  63-R725.6 


H-627 

(2-6i) 


HOUSING     AND     HOME     FINANCE     A  G  F.  N  C  Y 

URBAN  RENEWAL  ADMINISTRATION 
SURVEY    AND    PLANNING    BUDGET 


I\STRUCTIONS:       Initial    Budget:      Prepare    original    and    5    copies    for    HHFA. 
Sabait    original    and    2    copies    in    Binder   No.     1,     copies    m    Binders    No.     ?,     3, 
and    U.       Revised   Budget:       //    uit/i    atiendatory    application,    follow    "InttiaJ 
Budget"     instructions.       Otherui  se,     submit    original    and    2    copies    to    HHFA. 


PROJECT     LOCALITY 

Boston,   Massachusetts 


PROJECT    NAME 

East  Boston  Urban 
Renewal  Area 


PROJECT    NUMBER    (if   known) 


BUDGET    NUMBER 


DATES   OF  HHFA   BUDGET   APPfJOVALS    (Complete    for    revision    only) 

Budget  No.    1.  ,  19 Latest  Approved   Budget    (No. 


..    19- 


LINE 
NO. 


ACTIVITY    CLASSI FICATION 


AmnNISTRATION: 


a.    ADMINISTRATIVE  OVERHFAD  AND  SERVICES    (R   1410.01, 
R   1410.09,    R   1410.16,    R   1410.19,    P   141R) 


TO    BE   COMPLETED   BY   LPA 


USE    ONLY    FOR    REVISED    BUDGETS 


LATEST    APPROVED 
BUDGET 

(  <i) 


b.    TRAVEL    (R   1410.05) 


OFFICE  FURNITURE  AND  EQUIPMENT  (R  1475) 


ADJUSTMENT 
(+  or  -) 


b) 


BUDGET 
REQUESTED    FOR 

MONTHS 


<  c) 


s  2ii3,486 


TO    BE    FILLED 
IN    BY    HHFA 


BUDGET 
APPROVED    FOR 

'. MONTHS 


'  d) 


LEGAL  SERVICES    (R  1410.024,    R  1415.01) 


750 


SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  (R  1410.021,  R  1430) 


171,150 


LAi\T>  SURVTEYS  AND  APPRAISALS    (R   1410.022,    R  1410. 02H, 
R   1440.02,    R   1440.04,    R   1440.05,    R  1445.01) 


li^,2iUD 


RELOCATION  PLANNING    (R  1410.023,    R  1443.01) 


SUBTOTAL 


k29,626 


RESERVE  AND  CONTINGFJiCIES 


69,377 


TOTAL    (Line    7    plus    8) 


s  i;99,003 


10 


PROJECT^  INSPECTION  FEE  (R  141S) 


2,232 


11 


TOTAL  SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  BUDGET 

(Llr.e    9    plus     10) 


$ 


s   501,235 


Approval    of    the    Survey    and    Planning   Budget    in    the    amounts    and    for    the    time    period    shown    in   Column     (c)     is 
hereby    requested. 


Da  t  e 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

Local    Public    Agency 


Signature    of   Author  i  zed   Officer 

Development  Administrator 


rule 


The  Survey  and  Planning  Budget  is  hereby  approved  in  the  amounts  and  for  the  time  period  shown  in  Column  (d) 
The  authorized  activities  shall  be  completed  by ,  19, . 


^ 


Date 


Regional    Director    of    Urban    Reneual,     Region. 


FHLBB-Washinyton,    D.   C. 
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SURVEY  AND  FLAMING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


NARRATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  BUDGET  ESTIMATES 


CODE  NO.  R-I3U 


This  statement  sets  forth  an  explanation  of  certain  estimated  costs  shown  on 
Form  H-627:  Survey  and  Planning  Budget.  The  statement  will  outline  estimated 
costs  for  the  following  items: 


Item  la 
Item  3 
Item 
Item 
Item  8 
Item  10 


k 
5 


Administrative  Overhead  and  Services  and  Travel 

Legal  Services 

Survey  and  Planning 

Land  Surveys  and  Appraisals 

Reserve  and  Contingencies 

Project  Inspection  Fee 


Since  Boston  has  "been  selected  as  one  of  the  LPA's  which  will  participate 
in  the  trial  application  of  an  Annual  Administrative  EKpense  Budgetary  System 
(AAEBS)  for  Local  Public  Agencies,  all  estimates  of  expense  to  be  incurred 
as  a  result  of  staff  activities  shall  be  consolidated  in  a  single  total  for 
entry  in  line  l(a)  of  Form  H-62T.  It  has  been  estimated  that  activities  in 
East  Boston  will  comprise  2-l/2^  of  the  Annual  Administrative  Budget.  Addi- 
tional personnel  not  included  in  the  Annual  Administrative  Budget  will  be 
listed  on  Form  H-630. 

Budget  Period 

The  estimated  costs  for  these  items  reflect  an  18  month  budget  period.  Dux- 
ing  the  total  budget  period,  I5  months  wotild  be  required  for  the  preparation 
and  submission  of  a  Final  Project  Report,  constituting  Part  I  of  a  Loan  and 
Grant  Application  and  3  months  are  allocated  for  HHFA  review  of  the  Part  I 
submissions  and  the  preparations  and  submission  of  Local  Project  Approval 
Data,  constituting  Part  II  of  the  Loan  and  Grant  Application. 


Item  la 


Administrative  Overhead  and  Services 


AAEBS     :  Pro-rata  amount  for  central  LPA  staff  activities 
—  includes  salaries,  fringe  benefits,  travel, 
general  overhead,  publications  and  equipment. 

RllHO.Ol  :  Direct  staff  salaries  (see  Form  H-630). 

Rl4l0.09  :  Direct  retirement  contributions  and  Blue  Cross 
(12^  of  total  direct  staff  salaries) 


A 


85,000 
130,787 

15,69i^ 
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Item  la   :  Administrative  Overhead  and  Services  (Cont'd) 


Ell^l0.l6  :  Direct  publications  —  Includes  brochure, 
rehabilitation  handouts,  newsletter. 

RllHO.19  :  Direct  general  overhead  —  rental  and  repair 

of  office  space  and  equipment,  office  supplies, 
printing,  maps,  blueprints  and  miscellaneous 

EIU10.05  :  Direct  Staff  -  7  trips  to  New  York  @  $75 

Direct  Staff  -  k  trips  to  Washington  @   $100 
Direct  Staff  -  2  trips  to  other  cities  @  $150 
Mileage,  cab  fare,  etc.  ($10  per  week/78  weeks) 


Total  for  Line  1 
Item  3    t  Legal  Services 
Rll)-15.01  :  Legal  consultant  -  see  Form  H-68I 

Total  Legal  Services 
Item  k         :     Survey  and  Planning 
KLk30  :  Planning  Consultants  (see  Form  H-681) 

fa)  Design  Review  Panel 

(b)  Engineering  Sufficiency  Survey 
and  Plan 

(c)  Community  Organization  Services 

(d)  Traffic  Parking  Consultant 

Total  Sujrvey  and  Planning 
Item  5    ;  Land  Surveys  and  Appraisals 


KL4to.02  :  Windshield  Appraisal  (see  Form  H-68I) 
RIU45.OI  :  LUM  study  (see  Form  H-68I) 

Total  Land  Surveys  and  Appraisals 
Item  8    :  Reserve  and  Contingencies 


(a)  Contingencies  -  5/o  of  Line  7 

(b)  Costs  inciirred  in  preparing  Part  II  of  the 
Application  for  Loan  and  Grant  and  between 
submission  of  Part  II  and  approval  of 
Project  Escpenditures  Budget.  20^  of  Line  J. 

Total  Reserve  and  Contingencies 


2,000 


8,000 

525 

ItCO 

300 

780 

2,005 

243,^86 


J50 
750 


3,600 

102,550 
55,000 
10,000 

171,150 


U,2l+0 
10,000 
lU,2U0 

21,l^8l 

ii-7,896 
69,377 
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Item  10   ;  Project  Inspection  Fee  4 

Rl4l8    :  $124  per  month  for  l8  months  2,232 

Total  Project  Inspection  Fee  2,232 

Item  11   ;  Total  Survey  and  Planning  Budget  501,235 

(line  9  and  line  10) 

501,235 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


SOURCE  OP  FUNDS  OTHER  THAN  HHPA  ADVANCE      CODE  NO.  R-135 

This  document  is  not  applicable  since  no  funds  other  than  the 
HHPA  advance  of  Federal  funds  applied  for  on  Form  H-61OO  will 
be  used  to  pay  the  costs  of  a.ny  part  of  the  proposed  survey  and 
planning  work. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


FORM  H-6IO3A  CODE  NO.  R-l4l 

Since  clearance  and  redevelopment  activities  are  contemplated  as 
part  of  the  proposed  urban  renewal  project.  Part  I:  Form  H-6IO3A 
is  attached  herewith. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


FORM  H-6IO3B  CODE  NO.  R-142 

Since  conservation  and  rehabilitation  activities  are  contemplated 
as  part  of  the  proposed  urban  renewal  project.  Part  II:  Form 
H-6103B  is  attached  herewith. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


LEGAL  DOCUMENTATION  CODE  NO.  R-143 

The  following  document  is  submitted  in  support  of  Code  Nos.  R-l4l 
and  R-142: 

(l)   Chapter  636,  Acts  of  1964 

All  other  documentation  has  been  submitted  previously  to  the  HHPA. 


Boston  R-     /  East  Boston  /  R-143  /  1-1 


SURVEY  AMD  FLAMING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


RESOLUTION  OF  LPA  AUTHORIZING  FILING        CODE  NO.  R-lUi+ 


RESOLUTION  OF  BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 
APPROVING  UNDERTAKING  OF  SURVEYS  AND  PLANS  FOR 
URBAN  RENEWAi  PROJECT  AND  FILING 
OF  AN  APPLICATION 

WHEREAS,  under  Title  I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  19^9 j  as  amended 
(herein  referred  to  as  "Title  I"  ),  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Administrator  is  authorized  to  extend  financial  assistance  to  local 
public  agencies  in  the  elimination  and  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  their  slums  and  urban  blight  through  the  planning  and  under- 
taking of  urban  renewal  projects;  and 

WHEREAS  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  196^1,  and  the 
regulations  of  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  effectuating 
that  Title,  provide  that  no  person  shall,  on  the  groiind  of  race, 
color,  or  national  origin,  be  excluded  from  participation  in,  be 
denied  the  benefits  of,  or  be  subjected  to  discrimination  in  the 
vmdertaking  and  carrying  out  of  urban  renewal  projects  assisted 
under  Title  I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  19^9>  as  amended;  and 

TCHEREAS  it  is  desirable  and  in  the  public  interest  that  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  make  surveys  and  prepare  plans, 
presently  estimated  to  cost  approximately  five  hundred  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars  ($501,235)?  in  order  to  undertake 
and  carry  out  an  urban  renewal  project  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  Section  110  (c)  of  Title  I,  in  that  area  proposed  as  an 
Urban  Renewal  Area,  situated  in  the  City  of  Boston,  County  of 
Suffolk,  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  is  described  as 
follows:  See  Exhibit  A:  Description  of  Permeter  Boundary. 

ECW,% THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY: 

1.  That  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal  Area  described  above  is 
a  slum,  blighted,  deteriorated,  or  deteriorating  area  appropriate 
for  an  urban  renewal  project,  and  that  the  -undertaking  by  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  of  surveys  and  plans  for  an  urban 
renewal  project  of  the  character  contemplated  by  Section  110  (c) 
of  Title  I  in  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal.  Area  is  hereby  approved. 

2.  That  the  financial  assistance  available  under  Title  I 

is  needed  to  enable  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  to  finance 
the  planning  and  undertaking  of  the  proposed  Project. 
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3.  That  is  cognizant  of  the  conditions  that  are  imposed 
in  the  undertaking  and  carrying  out  of  urban  renewal  projects 
with  Federal  finajicial  assistance  under  Title  I,  including  those 
relating  to  (a)  the  relocation  of  site  occupants,  (b)  the  pro- 
vision of  local  grants-in-aid,  and  (c)  the  reqviireicent  that  the 
locality  present  to  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Administrator, 
as  a  prerequisite  to  approval  of  the  application  described  below, 
a  workable  program  for  community  improvement,  as  set  forth  in 
Section  101  (c)  of  Title  I,  for  utilizing  appropriate  public  and 
private  resoin-ces  to  eliminate  and  prevent  the  development  or 
spread,  of  slums  and  xirban  blight. 

h.     That  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Housing  and 
Home  Finance  Administrator  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  assured  of 
full  compliance  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  with 
regulations  of  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  effectuating 
Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  196U. 

5.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  (a)  that  a  feasible 
method  for  the  relocation  of  individuals  and  families  displaced 
from  the  Urban  Renewal  Area,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements 
of  Title  I,  can  be  prepared,  and  (b)  that  local  grants-in-aid 
can  and  will  be  provided  in  an  amount  which  will  be  not  less 
than  one-third  of  the  Net  Project  Cost  of  the  Project  and  which, 
together  with  the  Federal  capital  grant,  will  be  generally  equal 
to  the  difference  between  Gross  Project  Cost  and  the  proceeds 

or  value  of  project  land  sold,  leased,  or  retained  for  use  in 
accordance  with  the  \arban  renewal  plan. 

6.  That  the  filing  of  an  application  by  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  for  an  advance  of  funds  from  the  United  States  of 
America  in  an  amovint  not  to  exceed  Five  hundred  one  thousand 

two  hundred  thirty-five  ($501,  235)  for  surveys  and  plans  for  an 
urban  renewal  project  in  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal  Area  described 
above  is  hereby  approved,  and  that  the  Development  Administrator 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  and  file  such  appli- 
cation with  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Administrator,  to  pro- 
vide such  additional  infonnation  and  to  furnish  such  documents 
as  may  be  reqtiired  by  the  Administrator,  and  to  act  as  the 
authorized  representative  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston  •  Massachusetts 


CERTIFICATE  OP  LPA  RECORDING  OFFICER         CODE  NO.  R-144A 


CERTIFICATE  OF  RECORDING  OFFICER 
The  undersigned  hereby  certifies  that: 

(1)  He  is  the  duly  qualified  and  acting  Secretary  of 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  hereinafter  called  the  "Local 
Public  Agency"  or  the  "Authority",  and  the  custodian  of  the 
records  of  the  Local  Public  Agency,  including  the  minutes  and  docu- 
ment book  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Members  of  the  Boston  Redevel- 
opment Authority,  and  is  duly  authorized  to  execute  this  certifi- 
cate. 

(2)  Attached  hereto  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a 
resolution,  including  the  WHEREAS  clauses,  adopted  at  a  m.eeting  of 
the  Authority  held  on  the        day  of 

(3)  Said  resolution  has  been  duly  recorded  in  the 
minutes  and  document  book  of  said  meeting  and  is  now  in  full  force 
and  effect. 

(4)  Said  meeting  was  duly  convened  and  held  in  all 
respects  in  accordance  v;ith  law  and  the  bylaws  of  the  Authority. 
To  the  extent  required  by  law  or  said  bylaws,  due  and  proper 
notice  of  said  meeting  was  given.   A  legal  quorum  of  members  of 
the  Authority  was  present  throughout  and  voted  in  the  proper  man- 
ner for  the  adoption  of  said  resolution.   All  other  requirements 
and  proceedings  under  la.w,  said  bylaws,  or  otherwise.  Incident  to 
the  proper  adoption  of  said  resolution,  including  any  publication, 
if  required  by  law,  have  been  duly  fulfilled,  carried  out,  and 
otherwise  observed. 
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(5)   If  the  seal  appears  below,  it  constitutes  the 
official  seal  of  the  Local  Public  Agency  and  was  duly  affixed 
by  the  undersigned  at  the  time  this  certificate  was  signed. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  undersigned  has  hereunto  set 
his  hand  this         day  of 


Signature  of  Recording  Officer 


Title  of  Recording  Officer 


ATTEST : 


Signature  of  Attesting  Officer 


Title  of  Attesting  Officer 
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SURVEY  AM)  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


RESOLUTION  OF  GOVERNING  BODY  OF  LOCALITY 
APPROVING  UNDERTAKING  OF  SURVEYS  AND  PLANS 
FOR  AN  URBAN  RENEWAL  PROJECT  AND  FILING  OF 
AN  APPLICATION 


WHEREAS,  under  Title  I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  19^9 >  as  amended 
(herein  referred  to  as  "Title  I"),  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Administrator  is  authorized  to  extend  finsmcial  assistance  to  local 
public  agencies  in  the  elimination  and  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
their  slums  and  urban  blight  through  the  planning  and  undertaking 
of  lurban  renewal  projects;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  desirable  and  in  the  public  interest  that  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  make  surveys  and  prepare  plans, 
presently  estimated  to  cost  approximately  five  hundred  one  thousand 
two  hundred  thirty- five  dollars  ($501,235)  ,  in  order  to  undertake 
and  carry,  out  an  urban  renewal  project  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  Section  110  (c)  of  Title  I,  in  that  area  proposed  as  an 
Urban  Renewal  Area,  situated  in  the  City  of  Boston,  County  of 
Suffolk,  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  is  described  as  follows: 
See  Exhibit  A:  Description  of  Perimeter  Boundai'y. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY: 

1.  That  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal  Area  described  above  .  >,  , 
is  a  slum,  blighted,  deteriorated,  or  deteriorating  area  appro- 
priate for  an  urban  renewal  project  and  that  the  -undertaking  by 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  of  s\arveys  and  plans  for  an 
lurban  renewal  project  of  the  character  contemplated  by  Section 
110  (c)  of  Title  I  in  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal  Area  is  hereby 
approved. 

2.  That  the  financial  assistance  available  irnder  Title  I 

is  needed  to  enable  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  to  finance 
the  planning  and  undertaking  of  the  proposed  Project. 

3.  That  it  is  cognizant  of  the  conditions  that  are  imposed 
in  the  undertaking  and  carrying  out  of  urban  renewal  projects  with 
Federal  financial  assistance  under  Title  I,  including  those  re- 
lating to  (a)  the  relocation  of  site  occupants,  (b)  the  provision 
of  local  grants-in-aid,  (c)  the  prohibition  of  discrimination 
because  of  race,  color,  creed,  or  national  origin,  and  (d)  the 
requirement  that  the  locality  present  to  the  Housing  and  Home 
Finance  Administrator,  as  a  prerequisite  to  approval  of  the 
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application  described  below,  a  workable  program  for  community 
improvement,  as  set  forth  in  Section  lOl(c)  of  Title  I,  for 
utilizing  appropriate  public  and  private  resources  to  eliminate 
and  prevent  the  development  or  spread  of  slums  and  urban  blight. 

4.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  (a)  that  a  feasible 
method  for  the  relocation  of  individuals  and  families  dis- 
placed from  the  Urban  Renewal  Area,  in  conformity  with  Title  I, 
can  be  prepared,  and  (b)  that  the  local  grants-in-aid  can  and  will 
be  provided  in  an  amount  which  will  be  not  less  than  one-third  of 
the  Net  Project  Cost  of  the  Project  and  which,  together  with  the 
Federal  capital  grant,  will  be  generally  equal  to  the  difference 
between  Gross  Project  Cost  and  the  proceeds  or  value  of  proj'ect 
land  sold,  leased,  or  retained  for  use  in  accordance  with  the 
urban  renewal  plan. 

5.  That  the  filing  of  an  application  by  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  for  an  advance  of  funds  from  the  United  States  of 
America  to  enable  it  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  surveys  and  plans 
for  an  urban  renewal  project  in  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal  Area 
described  is  hereby  approved. 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renev;al  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston  •  Massachusetts 


CERTIFICATE  OF  CITY  COUNCIL  CODE  NO.  R-145A 

RECORDING  OFFICER 


CERTIFICATE  OF  RECORDING  OFFICER 
The  undersigned  hereby  certifies,  as  follows: 

(1)  That  he  is  the  duly  qualified  City  Clerk  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  herein  called  the  "Municipality",  and  the  keeper  of 
the  records  of  the  Municipality,  including  the  journal  of  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Boston  City  Council,  herein  called  the  "Govern- 
ing Body"; 

(2)  That  the  attached  resolution  is  a  true  and  correct  copy 
of  the  resolution  as  finally  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Govern- 
ing Bouy  held  on  the        day  of      ,  and  duly  recorded  in 
his  office; 

(3)  That  said  meeting  was  duly  convened  and  held  in  all 
respects  in  accordance  with  law  and,  to  the  extent  required  by 
law,  due  and  proper  notice  of  such  meeting  was  given;  that  a  legal 
quorum  was  present  throughout  the  meeting,  and  a  legally  suffi- 
cient number  of  members  of  the  Governing  Body  voted  in  the  proper 
manner  and  for  the  adoption  of  said  resolution;  and  all  other  re- 
quirements and  proceedings  under  law  incident  to  the  proper  adop- 
tion or  passage  of  said  resolution  have  been  duly  fulfilled, 
carried  out,  and  otherwise  observed; 

(4)  That  if  an  impression  of  the  seal  has  been  affixed 
below,  it  constitutes  the  official  seal  of  the  Municipality,  and 
this  certificate  is  hereby  executed  under  such  official  seal.   If 
no  seal  has  been  affixed  below,  the  Municipality  does  not  have 
and  is  not  legally  required  to  have  an  official  seal; 
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(5)   That  the  undersigned  is  duly  authorized  to  execute 
this  certificate. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF  the  undersigned  has  hereunto  set  his 
hand  this        day  of 


Signature  of  Recording  Officer 


Signature  of  Attesting  Officer 


Title  of  Attesting  Officer 


SEAL: 


/  seal  / 
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SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


DESCRIPTION  OP  PERIMETER  BOUNDARY 


EXHIBIT  A 

A  key  Map  of  the  East  Boston  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan 
(GNRP)  Area;  located  in  the  City  of  Boston,  County  of  Suffolk, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  is  attached  herewith.   The  project 
is  bounded  generally  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  located  at  the  intersection  of  the  northern 
right-of-way  line  of  Maverick  Street  and  the  eastern  right-of-way 
line  of  Geneva  Street; 

Northerly  by  the  eastern  right-of-way  line  of  Geneva  Street  to 
the  northern  right-of-way  line  of  Porter  Street; 

Northwesterly  along  the  northern  right-of-ivay  line  of  Porter  Street 
to  the  southeastern  right-of-way  line  of  the  Boston  and  Albany 
Railroad; 

Northerly  along  the  southeastern  right-of-way  line  of  the  Boston 
and  Albany  Railroad  to  the  centerline  of  Curtis  Street; 

Northwesterly  along  the  centerline  of  Curtis  Street  to  the  north- 
western right-of-way  line  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad; 

Northwesterly  along  the  northwestern  right-of-way  line  of  the 
right-of-way  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  to  the  East  Boston 
Pierhead  Line  of  Chelsea  River; 

V/esterly  along  the  East  Boston  Pierhead  Line  of  Chelsea  River  to 
the  East  Boston  Pierhead  Line  of  Boston  Harbor; 

Southerly  and  Southeasterly  along  the  East  Boston  Pierhead  Line 
of  Boston  Harbor,  to  the  point  of  intersection  with  a  line  drawn 
parallel  to  the  east  right-of-way  line  of  Jeffries  Street  and  700 
feet  to  the  east  of  the  aforesaid  east  right-of-way  line. 

Northeasterly  along  the  line  drawn  parallel  to  the  east  right-of- 
way  line  of  Jeffries  Street  and  700  feet  east  of  the  aforesaid 
east  line  to  the  north  line  of  Maverick  Street  extended; 

Northwesterly  along  the  north  right-of-way  line  of  Maverick  Street 
and  its  extension  to  the  point  of  beginning. 
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SUMMARY  OP  EAST  BOSTON  GNRP 

The  planning  studies,  beginning  in  1961,  encompassed  a  survey  and 
review  of  the  entire  area  with  a  view  toward  determining  the  long 
term  needs  of  the  area. 

The  GNRP  report  proposes  a  renewal  program  be  initiated  at  some 
future  time  after  reviewing  these  plans  with  Federal  officials 
and  after  determining  the  availability  of  adequate  capital  grant 
funds  for  renewal  action  in  this  area. 

EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

Although  the  area  has  many  strengths,  it  suffers  from  a  relative 
lack  of  investment  in  new  housing.   Residential  sections  are 
blighted  by  the  industrial  and  transportation  facilities  found 
on  all  sides,  and  by  the  obsolescence  of  schools,  streets  and 
other  public  facilities.   As  one  indication  of  these  conditions, 
the  population  within  the  East  Boston  GNRP  declined  from  39,600 
in  1950  to  31,700  in  i960,  a  loss  of  20^.   Since  i960,  the  trend 
has  continued  and  population  is  now  estimated  to  be  some  29,000. 

RENEWAL  PROPOSALS 

Rehabilitation  of  Residential  Areas 

The  primary  objective  of  the  proposed  Urban  Renewal  Program  is  the 
rehabilitation  and  revltalization  of  the  existing  residential 
community  for  the  families  now  living  in  East  Boston.   To  accom- 
plish this,  clearance  of  residential  buildings  would  be  kept  to 
a  minimum  and  emphasis  placed  on  a  program  of  property  rehabili- 
tation for  approximately  95^  of  the  occupied  dwelling  units  sup- 
ported by  the  construction  of  new  community  facilities  and  public 
improvements. 

Some  100  new  dwelling  units  could  be  constructed  within  the  exist- 
ing residential  areas  on  small  sites  now  vacant  or  occupied  by 
dilapidated  property  impracticable  of  repair. 

Proposed  "Waterfront  Development  District" 

The  southern  and  northern  shores  of  East  Boston's  Waterfront  are 
heavily  developed  with  industrial  and  port  uses.   Much  of  the 
western  shore,  however,  is  underutilized  and  over  half  the  land 
is  vacant. 

Attempts  at  private  development  of  the  waterfront  for  industrial 
use  have  been  hampered  by  the  lack  of  rail  access,  by  the  problems 
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of  obtaining  financing  on  tidelands  subject  to  revocable  licenses, 
by  the  tolls  required  to  reach  East  Boston  and  by  the  surrounding 
condition  of  blight,  deterioration  and  traffic  congestion. 

Economic  studies  Indicate  there  will  continue  to  be  little  market 
interest  in  developing  this  area  for  industrial  or  port  use. 

Through  a  renewal  program  that  develops  the  site  for  other  than 
industrial  and  port  uses,  the  problems  cited  above  can  be  overcome. 

No  specific  site  planning  studies  have  been  developed  for  this 
area,  but  if,  for  example,  one  half  of  the  area  were  developed 
with  row  houses  and  garden  apartments,  (with  the  balance  used  for 
schools,  playgrounds,  parks  and  streets}  then  some  1100  new  hous- 
ing units  could  be  built. 

Five  hundred  units  for  Housing  for  the  Elderly  would  be  constructed 
on  scattered  sites  adjacent  to  mass  transportation  facilities. 

New  Community  Facilities  and  Public  Improvements 

As  recommended  by  the  Sargent  School  Report  prepared  in  1962,  three 
elementary  schools  and  one  intermediate  school  would  be  abandoned. 
These  schools  would  be  replaced  by  construction  of  a  new  elementary 
school  and  a  new  intermediate  school.   Included  in  the  school 
construction  proposal  would  be  a  playground  to  be  constructed 
adjacent  to  the  new  intermediate  school. 

Three  fire  stations  which  are  presently  Inadequate  would  be 
abandoned  and  replaced  by  two  new  fire  stations  to  be  constructed 
on  larger  sites  with  better  access  to  primary  streets. 

Proposals  for  street  Improvements  would  include  the  widening  of 
Bremen  Street  by  the  acquisition  of  railroad  property  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Bremen  Street.   Also  Improvements  are  scheduled 
for  arterial,  collector,  and  residential  streets  and  reconstruc- 
tion of  paving  sidewalks  and  street  lighting  where  appropriate. 

Clearance  and  Relocation 

Accomplishing  the  objectives  of  the  urban  renewal  proposals  would 
require  the  displacement  of  approximately  550  families,  50 
individuals  and  100  businesses.   Through  use  of  cleared  land  for 
new  housing  and  by  utilizing  available  standard  units  in  other 
sections  of  the  area,  there  would  be  no  need  for  any  of  the  dis- 
placed families  to  move  out  of  East  Boston. 
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Pro.lect  Costs 

The  estimated  cost  of  carrying  out  the  proposed  renewal  program 
in  East  Boston  is  $28.2  million  (Net  Project  Cost).   The  Federal 
capital  grant  requirement  is  $19.^  million,  including  a  relocation 
grant  of  $600,000.   The  local  share  would  be  $9.4  million. 
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J\me  3,  1965 

TO       Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

PROM     Edward  J.  Logue,  Developraont  Administrator 

SUBJECT   APPROVAL  FOR  FILING  GEMERAL  I^IGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL 
PLAN  FOR  TIrlE  EAST  BOSTON  URBAI\I  RMEV/AL  AREA 

The  East  Boston  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  (GNRP)  has  been 
completed  and  Is  In  proper  form  for  submission  to  the  Federal 
Government  for  its  review. 

The  attached  memorandum  outlines  the  Plan' s  proposals  and  recom- 
mends a  renewal  program  be  undertaken  at  some  future  time  when 
Federal  capital  grant  funds  become  available. 

I  believe  the  appropriate  course  of  action  at  this  time  is  to 
determine  whether  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  is  able 
to  provide  its  share  of  the  funds  to  carry  out  the  planning  and 
execution  of  a  project. 

To  make  the  necessary  deterailnation  I  recommend  (l)  that  the 
Boston  .Redevelopment  Authority  adopt  the  attached  resolution 
approving  In  principle  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan 
for  East  Boston  and  (2)  the  filing  of  the  Plan  with  the  Housing 
and  Home  Finance  Agency. 


June  3,  1965 

TO       Members  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

FROM     Edward  J.  Logue,  Development  Administrator 

SUBJECT   SUMMARY  OF  EAST  BOSTON  GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD 
RENEWAL  PLAN 

This  memorandum  summarizes  the  findings  of  the  East  Boston  General 
Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan.   Recommendations  contained  within  the 
plan  are  consistent  with  the  Authority's  General  Plan  and  Capital 
Improvements  Program. 

The  plajinlng  work,  beginning  In  I961,   is  part  of  the  overall  GNRP 
program  for  the  City.   It  has  enconipassed  a  survey  and  review  of 
the  entire  area  with  a  view  toward  determining  the  long  term  needs 
of  the  area. 

The  GNRP  report  proposes  a  renewal  program  be  initiated  at  some 
future  time  after  reviewing  these  plans  with  Federal  officials 
and  after  determining  the  availability  of  capital  grant  funds  for 
possible  renewal  action  in  this  area. 

Existing  Conditions: 

Although  the  area  has  many  strengths,  it  suffers  as  a  whole  from 
a  relative  lack  of  investment  in  new  housing  and  home  repair, 
residential  sections  are  blighted  by  the  Industrial  and  transpor- 
tation facilities  found  on  all  sides,  and  by  the  obsolescence  of 
schools,  streets  and  other  public  facilities.   As  one  indication 
of  these  conditions  the  population  within  the  East  Boston  GNRP 
declined  from  39,600  in  1950  to  31,700  in  i960,  a  loss  of  20^. 
Since  i960  the  loss  of  population  has  continued  and  is  now  es- 
timated to  be  some  29,000. 

RENEWAL  PROPOSALS 

Rehabilitation  of  Residential  Areas 

A  prjjnary  objective  of  the  proposed  renewal  program  is  the  re- 
habilitation and  revitalization  of  the  existing  residential 
community  for  the  families  now  living  in  East  Boston.   To  accom- 
plish this,  clearance  of  residential  buildings  would  be  kept  to 
a  minimum  and  emphasis  placed  on  a  program  of  property  rehabili- 
tation. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  9,000  of  the  existing  9,500 
occupied  dwelling  imits  (95^)  should  be  considered  for  rehabili- 
tation treatment.   These  homes  are  located  in  sections  of  the 
GNRP  area  which  are  considered  suitable  for  continued  residential 
use.   However,  many  properties  will  require  extensive  repair,  the 
financing  of  which  would,  under  current  conditions,  be  available 
only  if  coordinated  with  the  renewal  program. 
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Some  100  new  dwelling  units  could  be  constructed  within  the  exist- 
ing residential  areas  on  small  sites  now  vacant  or  occupied  by 
dilapidated  property  infeasible  of  repair. 

Proposed  "Waterfront  Development  District" 

The  southern  and  northern  shores  of  East  Boston's  Waterfront  are 
heavily  developed  with  industrial  and  port  uses.  Much  of  the 
western  shore,  however,  is  underutilized  and  over  half  the  land 
is  vacant. 

Attempts  at  private  development  of  the  waterfront  for  industrial 
use  have  been  hampered  by  the  lack  of  rail  access,  by  the  prob- 
lems of  obtaining  financing  on  tidelands  subject  to  revocable 
licenses,  by  the  tolls  required  to  reach  East  Boston  and  by  the 
surrounding  condition  of  blight,  deterioration  and  traffic  con- 
gestion. 

Through  a  renewal  program  that  develops  the  site  for  other  than 
industrial  and  port  uses,  the  problems  cited  above  can  be  over- 
come. 

As  there  are  few  areas  within  the  City  of  Boston  of  this  size 
suitable  for  new  development,  several  reuse  possibilities  or 
combinations  should  be  considered  during  project  planning.   For 
example,  a  site  for  a  portion  of  the  proposed  1975  World's  Pair 
would  be  an  appropriate  interim  use. 

In  the  long  run,  however,  it  is  proposed  that  most  of  the  site  be 
utilized  for  new  housing  and  related  community  use,  including 
schools,  playgrounds  and  water-oriented  regional  and  local  recrea- 
tion facilities. 

No  specific  site  planning  studies  have  been  made  for  this  area, 
but  if,  for  example,  one  half  the  area  were  developed  with  row 
houses  and  garden  apartments  (with  the  rest  used  for  schools, 
playgrounds,  parks  and  streets)  then  some  1100  new  units  could  be 
built. 

Schools  and  Other  Public  Facility  Proposals 

Schools  and    Proposals  follow  the  recommendations  of  the 
Playgrounds:   "Sargent"  school  report  but  the  sizes  of  proposed 

schools  have  been  increased  to  provide  space  for 
children  that  would  live  in  the  proposed  Waterfront 
Development  District. 

Replacement  of  the  Chapman  and  Sheridan  Schools 
with  a  new  700  pupil  K-5  school  and  playground. 


Coranunlty 
Center: 


Fire 
Stations: 


Streets: 
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Replacement  of  the  Barnes  Jr  High  School  with  a 
new  6-8  Intennediate  school  and  playfleld  for  800 
pupils. 

Phaseout  of  the  Lyman  Elementary  School,  and  trans- 
fer of  pupils  to  other  schools  with  surplus  capaci- 
ty. 

Retention  of  the  P.  J.  Kennedy,  the  O'Donnell,  the 
Alighieri,  the  Adams,  the  McKay,  the  Otis,  the 
Webster  and  East  Boston  High  School. 

Construction  of  one  multi-puipose,  indoor-outdoor 
community  recreation  center  adjacent  to  the  new 
intermediate  school. 

Abandonment  of  the  Paris  Street  Gymnasium. 

Construction  of  two  new  fire  stations. 

Abandonment  of  three  fire  stations. 

Widen  Bremen  Street  by  the  acquisition  of  unused 
railroad  land  to  relieve  Chelsea  Street,  which  is 
bounded  by  residential  uses,  of  through  traffic. 

Simplification  of  a  number  of  intersections  at 
such  points  as  Day  Square,  Central  Square  and 
Eagle  Square. 

Improvement  of  other  arterial,  collector,  and  resi- 
dential streets;  changes  in  street  width,  and 
reconstruction  of  paving,  sidewalks  and  street 
lighting  where  appropriate. 


PROJECT  COSTS  AND  DISPLACEMENT 

Development  of  the  waterfront  as  outlined  will  require  the  re- 
location of  approximately  100  businesses  employing  some  700-1,000 
persons.   It  will  require  the  demolition  of  some  325  occupied 
housing  units. 

As  there  are  many  acres  of  underutilized  non- residential  land 
available  for  development  it  is  possible  to  stage  the  construction 
of  new  housing  imits  prior  to  any  acquisition  of  existing  resi- 
dential property.   These  units  would  then  be  available  to  families 
whose  property  was  acquired. 

The  estimated  cost  of  carrying  out  the  proposed  renewal  program 
in  East  Boston  is  28.2  million  (Net  Project  Cost).   The  Federal 
capital  grant  requirement  (2/3  of  the  total)  is  l8.8  million. 
The  minimtun  local  share  is  9.h   million. 


EAST  BOSTON  BINDER  NO. 

GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R-44 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  SubmlsBion  Date; 

Boston,  Massachusetts 


RESOLUTION  OF  LOCAL  PUBLIC  AGENCY  CODE  NO.  GN-211 

APPROVING  THE  PLAN 

RESOLUTION  OF  BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

APPROVING  FILING  OP  GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD 

RENEWAL  PLAN 

EAST  BOSTON  URBAN  RENEWAL  AREA 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Title  I  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  1949  as  amended,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
herein  called  the  "Local  Public  Agency",  has  entered  into  a  con- 
tract, designated  Contract  No.  Mass.  R-44(GN),  with  the  Federal 
Government  pursuant  to  which  the  Government  has  made  available  to 
the  Local  Public  Agency  financial  assistance  for  the  preparation 
of  a  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  for  the  urban  renewal  area 
designated  as  the  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area,  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  herein  called  the  "Locality"; 
and 

WHEREAS,  there  was  presented  to  this  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  herein  called  the 
"Governing  Body",  for  its  consideration  a  copy  of  a  General 
Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  for  said  urban  renewal  area,  dated 
June  3,  1965,  which  plan  is  entitled  "General  Neighborhood  Renewal 

Plan,  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area",  and  consists  of  pages 

and  ^exhibits,  (said  plan  being  hereinafter  called  "General 

Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan");  and 

WHEREAS,  said  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  was  re- 
viewed and  considered  at  length  at  said  meeting;  and 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  the  Authority  is  the  duly  designated  and  official 
planning  board  for  the  City  of  Boston;  and 

WHEREAS,  a  comprehensive  plan  has  been  prepared  and  is 
recognized  and  used  as  a  guide  for  the  general  development  of  the 
locality  as  a  whole: 


Boston  R-4VGN-211   Resolution  of  LPA  Approving  the  Plan   1-2 


NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  BOARD  OP  THE 
BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY,  that  the  General  Neighborhood 
Renewal  Plan  is  hereby  approved  In  principle,  that  the  filing 
of  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  is  hereby  approved, 
and  that  the  Development  Administrator  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  file  such  plan  with  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Agency,  and  to  provide  such  additional  information  and  to  furnish 
such  documents  as  may  be  required  in  behalf  of  such  agency  and  to 
act  as  the  authorized  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  acting  as  the  duly  designated  and  official  Planning 
Board  for  the  City  of  Boston,  that  the  General  Neighborhood 
Renewal  Plan  conforms  to  the  comprehensive  plan  for  the  locality 
as  a  whole. 
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